ARISS International Teleconference

Tuesday April 22, 11:30 UTC (7:30 am ET).

Participants:

Frank Bauer

Gaston Bertels

Ken Pulfer

Sergej Samburov

Rosalie White

Larry Agabekov

Keigo Komuro

Masanobu Tsuji

Roy Neal

Lou McFadin

Mike Miller

Carolynn Conley

Mark Steiner

Miles Mann

Dave Larsen

Interpreter – Olga Frumpkin

Not in attendance:

Tim Bosma

Scott Anderson

Agenda:

1)  Third party appeal to CEPT country administrations, Lead:  Ken Pulfer

Discussions on Ken Pulfer attending the World Radio Conference June 9 – July 4, 2003. Among other things, he will be working to improve third party regulations, which would help ARISS operations with countries who do not have astronauts/cosmonauts on ISS.

ARISS discussed having ARISS team members send letters to support changing the 3rd party ITU rules at the upcoming WRC.  Ken was asked to look into this.  He decided to get the European  point of view, first, and discussed this with Gaston, Larry Price, Frank, Ken and Rosalie.  The decision was that it was best to wait until the conference where 15-30 hams will be delegates, and then Ken and our known delegates can have individual discussions with other delegates on this issue.  Ken will report back to Frank or Rosalie during the 5-week WRC meetings.  Ken reported that during the weeks of meetings, working groups try to iron out consensus on each topic during the first 2-3 weeks, and then final discussion and full votes are done during the last 2-3 weeks.  If something new develops with WRC before the May ARISS telecon, Ken will report it.  Sergej asked for information from Ken in order to talk to the Russian delegates beforehand. 

2)   ARISS associate membership, Lead:  Ken Pulfer

Ken wrote a draft Terms of Reference for possibly setting up a new class of ARISS member -- Associate Members.  Plan to provide for associate members of ARISS, whose countries are not partners in ISS but wish to participate in ARISS:

2 options, neither one with vote: one to sit at the table and listen and speak when invited to, and one with full discussion privileges.

Gaston said delegates represent societies, but ARISS-Eu has many societies and must come to a consensus for their 4 votes.  Gaston pointed out that the votes by delegates are not individual votes, but regional votes.  Ken added that individuals represent organizations within the regions and regions do not need to vote as blocks. More discussion on coordination within regions.

Ken will modify his draft and send it to the delegates for comments and eventually for a vote. 

Action: Ken Pulfer to provide, via email, exact wording based on full participation but without vote. Discussion by email, and email voting back to the President.

Acceptable: Keigo, Masinobu, Sergej, Larry, Gaston, Ken, Rosalie

3)   IMAX display in Canada, Leads:  Frank Bauer & Ken Pulfer

Wonderful event: 350 – 375 educators present.

Looking to do again at a rural exposition.

In use enough that may need to purchase display to keep and use in Canada permanently.

4)  Phase 2 hardware status  Discussion Leader:  Frank Bauer

We have been working hard to bring Phase II hardware to fruition, with many meetings, discussions, and email. Emails from Sergej have been shared on ARISS-I list.

Sergej:  Cargo plan for Progresses is set for several years, and situation is very bad due to shuttles being grounded. Prior to this, have already slipped Phase II launch date 3 times. Currently have a June 8, 2003 launch date from Baikonur. It needs to be at Baikonur by May 8 to make this flight. Have not received radios from Kenwood and Yaesu. Missing this date is being negatively viewed by Sergej’s management, and delivery might be delayed for many years. That is why Sergej approached Russian radio organizations to provide needed hardware and cables. Decision has been made to postpone Yaesu radio and only fly Kenwood. Cosmonauts are happy with VHF and packet, so HF can wait. Open point is power source for computer for packet ops. SSTV waiting for more info on shuttle return to flight status.

Frank: We have been trying to work with Sergej to define parameters for Kenwood so it can be prepared, which will take some time. Also, we have been told that we had to run certification tests in KIS for all new hardware, so we are wondering how this Phase II can be flown without such certification.

Sergej: We can deliver hardware to station without testing, just not plug it in and operate (yellow tag items). We do not have antennas to test in KIS. 

Frank: Our understanding was that yellow tag items were not to be flown, especially with current difficulties due to shuttle stand down. However, we have other concerns regarding readiness of any equipment being flown without previously agreed-to but not finalized modifications, including safety requirements.

Sergej: Willing to answer any questions from rest of ARISS team. Requested status of negotiations with Kenwood and Yaesu as well as antenna shipment invoice, have not heard back yet. Perhaps email problems?

Frank: Antenna invoice information to Sergej was already sent months ago.  Resend is in work. Hardware concerns were replied to, cc: ARISS-I.

Sergej: Had to leave conference room, will re-send emails.

Lou: Sergej apparently feels that we are in a time crunch and hardware is good enough to fly as-is without all final certification.

Frank: We still have significant safety concerns. Has received emails supporting the ARISS position that safety is number one concern.

Carolynn: NASA’s position is that NASA does not question Russian certification, so they will not fight it.

Discussion followed on different situations for Mir vs. ISS regarding shipping, agreements, etc.

5)  Starshine on Station Status, Lead:  Mike Miller

Deferred

6)  Packet status---Packet issues, KPC9612 replacement, etc

Deferred

7)  Valery Korzun debrief

Deferred

8)  Spacecam status

Will not discuss since we are still awaiting to determine when Shuttles will be flying again.  Looks like the end of 2003.  

Respectfully submitted,

Mark Steiner, K3MS

