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General

- The ARISS-Europe Terms of Reference which were adopted as a template for all ARISS work. 

- Energia and NASA signed a bi-lateral agreement, but RSA hasn't.

- The agreement has been supported through crew psychological support. Financing has been through the NASA Education office at Headquarters. Countries are invited to work on their own for developing agreements with the agencies, using the same arguments.

- SAREX will have no more activity (no ham activity on Shuttle). ARISS takes over.

Committees

- It was decided to establish a Technical Committee (ATC), a School Selection Committee (ASC) and an Operations Committee (AOC). 

- Each Committee shall have a member from each "region" (US, EU, RU, Japan) and the names of the members are to be given ASAP.  Rosalie White K1STO is the USA member for the ASC and Will Marchant KC6ROL is the USA member for the AOC. 

- Each Committee shall develop their own rules.  Committees shall elect their own chairperson and vice-chairperson.

- The ARISS Board has authority over the ATC, the ASC and the AOC.

School contacts

- William Shephard, KD5GSL said that he would do the maximum possible school contacts and we have asked for one school per week, beginning January.

- US hopes to get six 10 minutes opportunities per month out of US time allocation to share with the internationals.

- Russia agrees to intermix school contacts with US schools for absorbing the backlog of SAREX 

- More on School contacts will be circulated soon (educational programme).

- SAREX telebridge network will be offered to the delegations.

Callsigns

- There are two official callsigns: RZ3DZR and NA1SS. Ken Pulver, VE3PU (IARU representative) asked Robert Jones (ITU Chairman) for a unique ISS callsign (not country bound). Robert Jones could not accept this as it would be a violation of the ITU constitution. The issue will be examined further by ARISS. Clear rules will be developed for callsign usage by astronauts and third party traffic issues will be made clear to the ham community.

QSL cards

- There will be just ONE common QSL card (ISS image, logo and the 2 official callsigns on the front side, QSO info and an appropriate text on the rear (to be discussed by ARISS Delegates).

- On the logo, the national flags will be left out (to solve issues of all kinds, now and for the future) 

- ARRL will donate the graphics work (to be submitted to ARISS in January 2001 for ratification).

- ARRL will produce a reasonable quantity of cards and offer them to the regions at nominal cost.

- In each region, a QSL manager has to be nominated if that region wishes to handle QSL cards.  Regions do not have to function as QSL managers if they don’t want to.

- Hams send their cards to their society which forwards the cards to the QSL manager of their region to be handled by the QSL manager (no control possible).

Meetings

- ARISS needs to meet twice a year ( May and October).

- Next meeting in May 2001 in Europe. A proposal is to be presented ASAP by the European region. ESTEC has been suggested and the Euro Space Center (Belgium) has been put forward by Sergey Samburov, RV3DR. We will discuss this topic in the following days.

Frequencies

- Frequencies (2 m, 70 cm and higher) have been discussed briefly. No major problems.

Technical Committee

-The Technical Committee (on which Thomas Kieselbach, DL2MDE participated by teleconference) decided to install four antenna assemblies on the Russian segment Service Module in 2001.

- Moreover to install SSTV consisting of software developed by Miles Mann WF1F and VOX module developed by Lou McFadin W5DID.

- To deliver a replacement packet module upgrading the TNC firmware (solving the problem of Russian fonts).

- Sergey Samburov, RV3DR will deliver a Russian certified upgraded version of the MIR Ham Radio Station for installation in the Russian Service Module (delivery by Progress supply vehicle) in May 2001.

- The ARISS team will work with DL2MDE in developing his dual band and digitalker system.

- Development of a payload for the Express Pallet will be continued and proposals are to be presented to ARISS (I made the meeting aware of the possible candidature of AMSAT Italy for such a project)

- Samburov proposed a 10 m transceiver.

- Fabrizio Bernardini (AMSAT NA) made some proposals. He was asked to introduce them via AMSAT Italy, and according to the ARISS-Europe rules.

- 10 units of each piece of equipment are to be produced .

- Ron Parise, WA4SIR said that the Express Pallet would need only 3 or 4 units of each piece of equipment, since there is minimal interface with the astronauts' work.

Board

- An ARISS Board was elected, consisting of a Chairman, Frank Bauer, KA3HDO, a Vice Chairman, Gaston Bertels, ON4WF and a Secretary/Treasurer, Rosalie White, K1STO.

- The Board members are elected for a two year term. 

